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In a changing society which elements and competencies is needed and demanded in the 
future OT education? 

This project presents knowledge and guidelines about: 

• How to plan a curriculum, in order to enable OT graduates to meet employers' demands in a 
rapidly changing society 

• The future OT profession. 

After 12 years of practising Problem Based Learning (PBL), the Faculty of Occupational Therapy 
wanted to develop the quality of the OT education offered by Metropolitan University College, 
Copenhagen. 

The object was to evaluate and develop the pedagogical practice, and to examine if the pedagogical 
concept prepares the students for the future in the best way possible. 

To describe the level of education to be achieved in terms of competences and learning outcome, the 
study was inspired by the Tuning Process of educational structures in Europe, which is part of the 
Bologna process to integrate higher education in Europe. 

The study is based on literature studies, quantitative and qualitative methods. All of these methods 
are suitable for uncovering competences demanded by practice - i.e. generic as well as and subject-
specific competences. 

Informants were sampled among OT clinical directors, members of the board at the Faculty of 
Occupational Therapy Copenhagen and former students. Qualitative analysis was conducted 
according to Kvale (1997), which involved meaning condensation and interpretation at three levels: 
self-understanding, common sense and the theoretical level. 

Results: 

For the development of the future curriculum it is recommended, that the amount of "hands-on" skills 
should be increased in order to strengthen the professional identity of the student. This will also help 
the student in the transprofessional cooperation in a clinical setting and support the student in being 
more independent in relation to other professions. 

Furthermore, the students should be strengthened in their ability to recall factual knowledge of the 
related topics, i.e. anatomy, physiology etc., as well as prepared for and supported in the process of 
lifelong learning. 

 


